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JANEZ JANŠA AND THE BRAINLOOP CREW TO EXHIBIT FUTURE BCI

AT WIRED NEXTFEST IN LA

BRAINLOOP
A MEDIA PERFORMANCE DRIVEN BY THOUGHTS
www.aksioma.org/brainloop
SAN FRANCISCO, August 31, 2007 --- WIRED Magazine today announced that Slovenian media artist Janez Janša will be exhibiting at WIRED NextFest™, a unique world’s-fair-style event to be held at the Los Angeles Convention Center, September 13–16, 2007. The four-day festival will feature more than 160 exciting interactive exhibits of the innovative products and technologies that are transforming our world. Over the past three years, more than 100,000 visitors have visited WIRED NextFest in San Francisco (2004), Chicago (2005) and New York (2006). 
Janša, together with an international crew of artists and scientists, will provide a glimpse into the future of communications by demonstrating and performing the project Brainloop. 
Brainloop is an interactive performance platform that utilizes a Brain Computer Interface (BCI) system which allows a subject to operate devices merely by imagining specific motor commands. This way Motor Imagery such as "move left hand", "move right hand" or "move feet" become non-muscular communication and control signals that convey messages and commands to the external world. In Brainloop the performer is able - without physically moving - to investigate urban areas and rural landscapes as he globe-trots around virtual Google Earth. Through motor imagery, he selects locations, camera angles and positions and records these image sequences in a virtual world. In the second half of the performance, he plays back the sequence and uses Brainloop to compose a custom soundtrack.
Brainloop was premiered in December 2007 at the VisionSpace, Department of Information Design, FH Joanneum - University of Applied Sciences, Graz, Austria. 

In February 2007 has been awarded with the ARCO/BEEP Electronic Art Prize at ARCO 07, Madrid, Spain.

To experience Brainloop, please visit us at the Future of Communication pavilion at WIRED NextFest.

To learn more and to purchase tickets for WIRED NextFest: http://www.wirednextfest.com.

If you are a member of the press, you can register for a press pass at:

http://www.wirednextfest.com/inform/press.php.

About WIRED

For nearly 15 years, WIRED Magazine has been the first word on how technology is changing the world around us. Each month, the magazine delivers a glimpse into the future of business, science, entertainment, education, culture and politics. Under the leadership of Editor-in-Chief Chris Anderson, WIRED has been nominated for an unprecedented six consecutive National Magazine Awards for General Excellence, winning the industry’s prestigious top prize in 2007 and 2005. WIRED magazine and Wired.com reach nearly 6 million readers per month.

###

FREE PHOTO DOWNLOAD

www.aksioma.org/brainloop/photos.html
###

CREDITS
Author: Janez Janša (SLO)
BCI performer: Markus Rapp (A)
BCI supervisor: Reinhold Scherer (A)
Programmer: Suncica Hermansson (S)
PD programmer: Seppo Gründler (A)
Sound designers: Brane Zorman  (SLO) and Seppo Gründler (A)
Executive producer: Marcela Okretic (SLO)
Production: Aksioma - Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana (www.aksioma.org)

Co-production: the Department of Information Design, FH Joanneum - University of Applied Sciences, Graz (www.fh-joanneum.at) and the Institute for Knowledge Discovery, Laboratory of Brain-Computer Interfaces, Graz University of Technology (http://bci.tugraz.at)

Partner: g.tec - Guger Technologies, medical & elecrical engeneering (www.gtec.at)
Supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia (www.mk.gov.si) and  the Municipality of Ljubljana (www.ljubljana.si)
###

Media Contacts:

Marcela Okretič
Aksioma – Institute for Contemporary Art
Direct: +386 41 250 830

Email: aksioma4@siol.net
Alexandra Constantinople

WIRED Media

Direct: +1 415 276 4962

Email: Alexandra_Constantinople@wired.com

